' BEFORE YOU DATE AN OLDER GUY |

Are you dating an older guy?
Thinking about it? One or two
years difference may not matter.
But what if he’s much older - four,
five or more years? Look at the ten
statements below. Is dating an older
guy really what's best for you?

1. I7's NORMAL TO ADMIRE
OLDER CUYS,
Guys your own age may seein immature.
And an older guy has a car, money, his
own place - it all sounds good. But
dating an older guy has certain risks,
Will he expect you to act a certain way
or do things you are not ready for?

2. YOU MAY FIND IT HARDER

TO SAY NO TO SEX.
Older guys have bad more expericnce with
dating = and sex. In 21, he may expect sex.
Don't let him talk you into sex when yos're
not ready. Just because he's done it, that
doesa't nican you have to!

3. YOU MAY BE RISKING AN STD
or HIV.

An older guy, especially one who bas been

sexually active, is more likely to have been

exposed to a sexually transmitted disease or

infection (STD or ST1). Herpes, chlamydia,

HIV = it’s a big risk.

4. HE's OLD ENOUGH TO DRINK =

AND HE MAY EXPECT YOU TO.
Alcohol and other drugs can change the way
people act, If you've been drinking, it may
be harder to keep the limits you've set —
especinlly around sex. Even when be means
to respect your wishes, if he’s been drinking,
he may not.

5. YOU MAY LOSE YOUR
FRIENDS.

You may be hanging out with him and

his friends. You may drift away from

your friends without meaning to and

regret it fater,

6. HE savs HE LOVES YOU.

BUT SOMETIMES IT FEELS

LIKE CONTROL.
Does hre treat you like an equal? Some
men date younger women so they <an
feel more powerful, Does he tell you
how to dress? How 1o act? Are you afraid
te o or say the wrong thing? Are you
always teving to please him, even if
your acticns don‘t feed right to you?

7. WHAT ABOUT THE Law?

Laws vary from place to place, but if you
are having sex, your boyfriend could bx
charged with unlawful intercourse. It
docsar't matter if you've said yes. He can
still be fined or put in jail.
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8. HE MAY SEEM LIKE
THE ANSWER TO YOUR
PROBLEMS.
It may seens Jike an older guy will
take you away from problems at
home or school - at feast fora
while. But the risks, such as an STD
OF PrERNAnCy, may make problems
worse. Can you talk to a trusted
adult about better ways to get the
help you newd?

9. HE 5AYS HE'LL TAKE CARE
OF YOU IF YOU GET
PREGNANT.

Did! you know that T out of 12 teen

girls become pregnant each year?

Or that many babies bom to teen

moms are fathered by men who are

20 or older? And, e may not stick

around onge the child is born. You

could end up

taking care of
a child by

ps)  yoursell.




